
 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: "I don't understand the instructions." 

► Lisa said that she didn't understand the instructions. 

1 "He drives carelessly." ► Lisa said that  

2 "The test lasted thirty minutes." ► Lisa said that  

3 "You can't enter this room." ► Lisa said that  

4 "I met Mr. Erickson yesterday." ► Lisa said that  

5 "I haven't cooked yet." ► Lisa said that  

6 "John will be back at 6:00." ► Lisa said that  

 

 

 

We use reported speech to say what another person 

said.  

Direct Speech Reported Speech 

Simple Present 

"1 need some help," he 

said. 

Simple Past 

He said that he needed 

some help. 

Present Progressive 

'Tim is sleeping," he 

said. 

Past Progressive 

He said that Tim was 

sleeping. 

Simple Past 

"1 saw the burglar," he 

said. 

Past Perfect 

He said that he had seen 

the burglar. 

Present Perfect 

"1 have met him once," 

he said. 

Past Perfect 

He said that he had met 

him once. 

Future “Will” 

"I'll do it," he said. 

Would 

He said that he would do 

it. 
Present Modals 

"1 can help you," he 

said. 

Past Modals 

He said that he could help 

me. 

Time expressions: now -> then, today -> that day, 

tomorrow -> the next/following day, yesterday -> the 

day before,  

"I'll do it tomorrow," he said.  

He said that he would do it the next day. 

Orders/Commands 

Direct Speech Reported Speech 

'Take your cell phone 

with you” he said to 

Ann. 

 

He told Ann to take her 

cell phone with her  

 

"Don't travel alone," 

he said to Ann 

 

He told Ann not to 

travel alone. 

 

Direct Speech Reported Speech 

"Where's John?" he 

asked. 

He asked where John was. 

"Are you alone?" he 

asked. 
He asked if/whether 1 was 

alone. 

• When a direct question begins with a question word 

(who, where, etc.), the reported question starts with 

the same question word. 

• When a direct question begins with an auxiliary 

verb/modal (be, do, can, etc.), the reported question 

starts with if or whether. The verb is always in the 

affirmative. 



 

Example: "Be careful!" he said to me. 

► He told me to be careful. 

1) "Don't be late," she said to Bob. ►  

2) "Don't walk alone at night," she said to Kim. ►  

3) "Keep your bag closed," he said to Sue. ►  

4) "Ask your parents to give you a ride home," he said to US. c  

Example "Did you see the burglars?" he asked Tony. 

► He asked Tony if/whether he had seen the burglars. 

1) "Have you called your parents?" he asked Mary. ► 

2) "When did he call?" he asked Jenny. ► 

3) "How old are you?" he asked me. ► 

4) "Are you leaving?" she asked Bob. ► 

Write the sentences in reported speech. 

1 "Sit close to the driver on the bus," she told me. 

2 "I've just seen a robbery," she said. 

3 "We are meeting Andy tonight," he said. 

4 "Do you know anything about the burglary?" the police officer asked her. 

5 "Don't walk down that street at night," he told me. 

 

  



 



 


